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to take place, the public will have to be adequately informed on this touchy
subject. Solomon Snyder's book will play no small part in this process.
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The body's response to trauma is clharacterizedl by complex alterations in
energy procluction and utilization. Energy produtction is first depressed and then
stimulated. Interrelatecl chaniges in thermoreguilation and in protein, carbohy-
drate andl fat metabolism are observedl. Researchi on the basic bioclhemical aspects
of these changes in energy metabolism may lhave (lirect clinical application to
the managemeint of the injured patient.
This voltume is a collection of presentations made to a Ciba Foundation-
sponsore(l multi-disciplinary, international symI)osium on the subject of energy
metabolism in trauma. The subject matter is logically divided into a dozen (if-
ferent aspects of metabolism. Utilization of proteins, carbohydrate and nitrogen
metabolism, and the intermediate steps in gluconeogenesis are treated individual-
ly and in depth. Overlapping subject matter presents a rather broad picture
ranging from basic bioclhemical data obtainedl from the laboratory animal to
the influence of therapy at the clinical level. There is a wealth of information
and the author's interpretations are encouraged in the presentation. Each paper
is followed by spirited discussion, often controversy, regarding the author's in-
terpretation. M\any of the reader's questions are thus anticipated and answered.
Althouglh the outline of subject matter in the contents suggests an orderly
evoltution of material, such is not the case. Each authority discusses only his own
material, often with no introduction to his data and no attempt at organizing
the flow of the material or adding a tlhread of continuity. The volume, thlere-
fore, is designed for, and will be acceptable only to, those with familiarity witlh
the subject and intense interest in the material, and not to the reader seeking a re-
view of the subject matter. The tables and diagrams are readable and the indi-
vidual papers are particularly well referenced.
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